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pious foundations of altars, chapels, and churches, since these
lesser stars are eclipsed by the sun of the Vatican, by the dome of
St Peter's, the most glorious structure that ever has been applied
to the use of religion. The fame of Julius the Second, Leo the
Tenth, and Sixtus the Fifth is accompanied by the superior
merit of Bramante and Fontana, of Raphael and Michel Angelo;
and the same munificence which had been displayed in palaces
and temples was directed with equal zeal to revive and emulate
the labours of antiquity. Prostrate obelisks were raised from the
ground, and erected in the most conspicuous places; of the eleven
aqueducts of the Caesars and consuls, three were restored; the
artificial rivers were conducted over a long series of old, or of
new, arches, to discharge into marble basins a flood of salubrious
and refreshing waters; and the spectator, impatient to ascend the
steps of St Peter's, is detained by a column of Egyptian granite,
which rises between two lofty and perpetual fountains, to the
height of 120 feet. The map, the description, the monuments, of
ancient Rome, have been elucidated by the diligence of the
antiquarian and the student; and the footsteps of heroes, the
relics, not of superstition, but of empire, are devoutly visited by
a new race of pilgrims, from the remote, and once savage, countries
of the North.1
Naples was a kingdom with one great city—the city of Naples,
a home of dilettanti. Goethe visited it twice in his Italian
journey, on the first occasion for five weeks, on the second
for a fortnight. Not from an artistic or educational point of
view, but for sheer joy in living, he gave Naples the primacy,
" People may talk, describe, paint, as they wiH-nfeo be here is
more than all," he wrote. " Naples is a Paradise; every one
lives in a kind of dreamless self-oblivion. That is just how I
feel. I hardly recognize myself; I seem to myself an entirely
different being." In Naples he saw Lady Hamilton, \vife of
the English Ambassador, kter the friend of Nelson. He found
the gardens and plants of unceasing interest. A journey across
the Strait of Messina and over Sicily was a great success. At
Palermo he visited the home of Cagliostro and made carefiil
inquiries into the famous charlatan's origin.
1 Edward Gibbon, Decline and Fall of the Roman Em^re^ ad fix.
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